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June 12, 2013

The Honorable Kathryn D, Sullivan

Acting Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Acting Undersecretary Sullivan:

[ ask that you give full and fair consideration to the application by the Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) for a Protected Species Cooperative Conservation
grant to protect and monitor Southern Resident Killer Whales in the Puget Sound.

As you know, Killer Whales are an important cultural, economic, and ecological part of the
Puget Sound. They are highly sensitive to environmental impacts on their habitat. I appreciate
that in enforcing the Endangered Species Act protections for the Killer Whale, NOAA has
attempted to balance the environmental needs of Killer Whales with the economic needs of the
Puget Sound. However, this balance can only be met if proper enforcement of the recovery plan
for the species.

I believe that the WDFW proposal will meet the goal of protecting both Killer Whales and the
economic needs of the region. Enhanced outreach and education, law enforcement presence and
enforcement actions will all fill critical monitoring and management gaps in the recovery plan.
Increased community awareness and enforcement activity can be an integral part of restoring
Killer Whale populations in Puget Sound.

Again, [ urge you to give WDFW'’s proposal full and fair consideration. I thank you for your
consideration of my request, and I look forward to working with you to ensure the long term
future of Killer Whales in the Puget Sound.

Sincerely,
Rick Larsen

US Congressman
Washington, 2™ District
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