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Special Thanks to: Granite Falls Historical Society, Darrington Historical Society,
Martha Rasmussen, Louise Lindgren, David Cameron, Historylink.org, AboutheWow,
Mary Deaton, Edith Farrell, Scott Morris, Leah Tyson, and the prospectors, miners,
railroaders, bullwhackers, loggers, men of the CCC, the US Forest Service, and the
pioneers who built and restored the Mountain Loop we enjoy today.
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“Richer in timber and mountain
scenery than precious metals,
the roadway now known as the
Mountain Loop National Scenic
Byway was pioneered in 1891 by
miners’ dreams.”* After gold was
discovered in Monte Cristo in
1889, a wagon road was built from Sauk City through what is
today the town of Darrington, and along the Sauk River in order
to haul in the necessary mining equipment. However, the easiest
path for the ore to be carried by rail to the smelter in Everett was
over Barlow Pass. Mining was short-lived, and both the wagon
road and rail bed fell into disrepair. By the time rails were
removed in the mid-1930s, pressure had long been building to
support tourism and logging.

In 1934, a bridge was built across the Stillaguamish River near
Granite Falls to support“modern” traffic. Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) crews from Darrington took on the backbreaking
task of reconstructing portions of the old wagon road.In 1941,
the bridges and roads were completed, and motor vehicles
could finally travel from Granite Falls to Darrington on “The
Mountain Loop Highway"

Today, this beautiful and historic National Forest Scenic Byway is
open to the public and ready for exploration! Use this guide to
help discover the secrets of this fifty-five mile loop drive,“passing
through boom-and-bust townsites and abandoned claims, along
rushing rivers and glacier-clad peaks. Although the tracks are
gone and the daily whistle silenced, today’s traveler can still see
remnants of times gone by.
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*The Mountain Loop National Scenic Bywray, Northwest interpretive Association in
cooperation with the Mt. Baker-Snogualmie National Forest,
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i USE YOUR CELL PHONE, TABLET, OR SMART
~ PHONE TO ACCESS THE BEAUTY, HISTORY AND
FUN FACTS OF SNOHOMISH COUNTY
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www.myoncell.mobi/13603553170 ?i%

ENJOY THIS SELF-GUIDED MOBILE TOUR OF THE
MOUNTAIN LOOP HIGHWAY AND SUIATTLE RIVER ROAD
FAR MORE THAN JUST ANOTHER PRETTY DRIVE

Or Dial (360) 355-3170 for Audio-only
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