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The Honorable Rick Larsen
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Larsen:

Thank you for your June 26, 2014, letter regarding the Coast Guard’s icebreaker fleet. I
appreciate your ongoing support for the Coast Guard and your commitment to our missions
around the world.

While the POLAR STAR and HEALY are sufficient to address the Coast Guard’s icebreaking
needs for the next 7-10 years, the Service continues to move forward with pre-acquisition
activities for a new Polar Icebreaker. The Coast Guard is engaged with stakeholders from across
the federal government to develop the requirements for this national asset.

The Coast Guard also continues to review the potential reactivation of POLAR SEA as an
interim strategy to address the Nation’s icebreaking capabilities. The $8 million proposed in the
Senate’s FY'15 appropriation bill would allow the Coast Guard to conduct critical preservation
work on the POLAR SEA. This preservation work is required regardless of the eventual
disposition of the cutter and will allow the Coast Guard to more fully assess the ship’s condition
for possible reactivation, as the ship has sat idle for the last two and a half years.

I understand and agree with the urgency to review and determine a way forward for our polar
icebreaking assets. This capability is needed to ensure the Nation has assured access to ice-
impacted waters, and also ensures the safety and security of maritime activity in the polar
regions.

I would be pleased to answer any further questions you may have, or your staff may contact my
House Liaison Office at (202) 225-4775.

Sincerely,

| LAY
Paul F. Zukunft

Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Commandant
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