
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Chuck Schumer

Speaker of the House Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate

H-232, the Capitol S-221, U.S. Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

July 13, 2022

Speaker Pelosi and Leader Schumer,

We write to urge you to include robust support for the Title X Family Planning Program in any mandatory or 
discretionary funding package you bring to the House and Senate Floor in the coming months. On June 24th, the 
Supreme Court overturned nearly 50 years of precedent by overturning Roe v. Wade, removing a fundamental 
constitutional right from half of all Americans. As states move to ban abortion services outright or severely 
restrict these services, funding for contraception and family planning services offered by trusted providers is 
more crucial than ever. While no level of funding for contraception will ever obviate the need for abortion 
services, we know that people across the country will turn to family planning providers  for more accessible 
contraceptive options in the wake of this decision. 

Title X is the only federal program dedicated to providing family planning services for people with low 
incomes. In 2018, prior to the implementation of the Trump administration’s devastating new program rules, 
nearly 4,000 health centers in the network served close to 4 million patients.[1] Title X-funded health centers are 
lifelines in their communities, providing high-quality family planning and sexual health care, including cancer 
screenings, testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, contraceptive services and supplies, 
pregnancy testing, and other essential health care services. These centers offer care to populations that often 
face severe structural barriers to accessing quality health care, such as people with low incomes, individuals 
with no or insufficient insurance, people of color, rural communities , and LGBTQ people. These are precisely 
the populations who are most likely to be denied access to abortion care in a post-Roe America.

Following the passage of a SB 8, a 2021 Texas law prohibiting abortion after a fetal heartbeat, HHS provided 
emergency funding to Every Body Texas, the statewide Title X grantee, recognizing that family planning 
resources would be strained as access to abortion was restricted. The agency also awarded $10 million in grants 
to expand access to emergency contraception to any Title X applicant that could demonstrate an influx in 
demand as a result of the Texas law.[2] Additionally, in January of this year, HHS awarded more than $6 
million through this program to address increased needs for family planning services in places where restrictive 
laws have impacted access to reproductive health services.[3] 

Unfortunately, Title X lacks sufficient funds to meet the growing need for family planning care in light of the 
nationwide emergency we currently face, particularly since Republicans prevented any increase for the program
in the final FY 2022 appropriations package. For eight years, the Title X appropriations allocations have been 
flat-funded at $286 million, well below the $737 million that researchers determined was necessary to meet 



family planning care needs in 2016. Moving emergency Title X funding in an upcoming legislative package 
offers Congress the opportunity to deliver additional funding directly to these Title X providers immediately, 
just as demand is increasing, while the FY23 appropriations cycle is a critical way to set a new floor for Title X 
funding. This support will be needed in states across the country, regardless of their abortion laws; states with 
no or severely restricted access to care are seeing increased demand for contraception, while reproductive and 
sexual health centers in haven states are already strained under a surge of patients traveling from other regions, 
many of whom may also wish to access contraceptive care. 

Democrats previously recognized the importance of supporting Title X providers in the American Rescue Plan, 
which provided $50 million in emergency funding to help health centers recover from the impacts of the 
pandemic. Including emergency funding in any must-pass legislative package will demonstrate to the American 
public that Democrats in the House and Senate stand for reproductive rights and freedom at every level, in 
every state in the Union.

We once again urge you to include the maximum possible funding for the Title X program.

Sincerely,

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress
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Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Jerry McNerney
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress
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Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Jackie Speier
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress
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Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Alan S. Lowenthal
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress
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Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Andy Levin
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Peter A. DeFazio
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress

A. Donald McEachin
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress
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Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Cynthia Axne
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress
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Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

James R. Langevin
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Page 10



Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Derek Kilmer
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Al Lawson
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress
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Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Lauren Underwood
Member of Congress

Brenda L. Lawrence
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Marie Newman
Member of Congress
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Lucille Roybal-Allard
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Tom Malinowski
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Kathy Manning
Member of Congress

Jennifer Wexton
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress
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Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Ann Kirkpatrick
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Val Butler Demings
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

[1] Christina Fowler et al, “Family Planning Annual Report: 2018 National Summary,” RTI International (August 2019). 
https://www.hhs.gov/opa/sites/default/files/title-x-fpar-2018-national-summary.pdf  .  

[2] https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/09/17/hhs-secretary-xavier-becerra-announces-actions-protect-patients-and-providers-
response-texas-sb.html

[3] https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/01/21/hhs-awards-6.6-million-address-increased-need-for-title-x-family-planning-
services.html
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