YOUTH ACCESS TO AMERICAN JOBS ACT

REP. RICK LARSEN (WA-02) AND REP. JIM MCDERMOTT (WA-07)

America needs to be telling its young people it will invest in them. One key way to do this is to make sure students
get the skills needed to succeed in their careers. That is why President Obama announced the largest ever
investment in our nation’s apprenticeship system in September. By awarding $175 million in American
Apprenticeship Grants to 46 different organizations across the U.S., the number of active apprenticeships in the
United States is expected to increase by 34,000.
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This investment in our nation’s apprenticeship system is a good first step, but it’'s not enough. That is why I've
introduced the Youth Access to American Jobs Act of 2015, a bill that connects students to training in STEM skills
that prepare them for good-paying jobs in manufacturing. This bill creates a pathway that takes students in STEM-
related fields from their junior year in high school through community college and into an apprenticeship.
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American manufacturing is an important pathway to the American dream for workers. The pathway
approach this bill takes supports students from school into their careers, giving them the confidence to
know they are working intentionally toward good-paying, in-demand jobs. And by linking schools with
apprenticeship programs, students will gain hands-on experience and skills directly related to workforce

needs in

their area.

For more information, contact Matt Renninger (Matt.Renninger@mail.house.gov@mail.house.gov) of my staff
at (202) 225-2605, or Haig Hovsepian (Haig.Hovsepian@mail.house.gov) in Rep. Jim McDermott’s office at
(202) 225-3106.
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